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Seattle Shakespeare Company and Seattle Repertory Jazz 
Orchestra Embark on Yearlong Collaboration 
WHO: Seattle Shakespeare Company and Seattle Repertory Jazz Orchestra 

WHAT: Yearlong collaboration on two projects 

 
SEATTLE, WA – Starting with Seattle Shakespeare Company’s production of Much Ado About Nothing in 
October and November, and continuing on into the early spring with a presentation of Duke Ellington’s 
Such Sweet Thunder Suite, Seattle Shakespeare Company (SSC) and Seattle Repertory Jazz Orchestra 
(SRJO) are embarking on a collaboration that marries the worlds of Shakespeare and jazz music.   
 
“I’m a big jazz fan,” said SSC’s Artistic Director George Mount. “I had been mulling over a couple of ideas 
related to jazz and Shakespeare, but it wasn’t until we finally set a lunch together with Michael that things 
started cooking.”  Both Mount and SRJO Co-Artistic Director Michael Brockman came into the meeting 
with roughly the same idea: to present Duke Ellington’s Such Sweet Thunder Suite and to then pair it with 
excerpts and sonnets (to be performed by SSC actors) from the plays that inspired Ellington. 
 
Written in 1957, Duke Ellington’s masterful jazz suite Such Sweet Thunder not only takes its name from 
Shakespeare (“such sweet thunder” is a line from A Midsummer Night’s Dream), but its themes and 
topics, too. The suite’s twelve sections include eleven instrumental portraits of characters from 
Shakespeare, followed by a final piece evoking Shakespeare himself. Working with his long-time 
collaborator Billy Strayhorn, Ellington created the suite soon after he and his band appeared at the 
Stratford Shakespeare Festival in Ontario. 
 
At that lunch meeting, Mount knew that he’d soon be directing SSC’s season opening of Much Ado About 
Nothing. “I really like trying to find contemporary composers who you wouldn’t necessarily associate with 
Shakespeare to work with on the productions I direct. After meeting with Michael and knowing that I was 
going to set Much Ado in 1953, it seemed like a perfect match.”  Brockman has composed music (with 
lyrics by William Shakespeare) that will premiere at Seattle Shakespeare Company’s production of Much 
Ado About Nothing. The music will be pre-recorded by members of the Seattle Repertory Jazz Orchestra 
with actors from Much Ado About Nothing singing the lyrics.    
 
“Our hope is that our two audiences will discover one another through this collaboration,” said Brockman, 
“and hopefully find something to appreciate in each art form.”  
 
Seattle Shakespeare Company’s production of Much Ado About Nothing performs October 23-November 
17 at the Center Theatre. Tickets to Much Ado About Nothing are available now through the Seattle 
Shakespeare Company Box Office at 206-733-8222 as well as online at www.seattleshakespeare.org.  
 
Seattle Repertory Jazz Orchestra’s presentation of Ellington’s Such Sweet Thunder Suite performs 
Saturday, Feb 15, 2014 at 7:30 PM at the Nordstrom Recital Hall and Sunday, Feb 16, 2014 at 2 PM at 
the Kirkland Performance Center. Tickets are available through the Seattle Repertory Jazz Orchestra’s 
website www.srjo.org or by calling (206) 523-6159. 
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Seattle Shakespeare Company is the Puget Sound region’s only year-round professional, classical theatre dedicated to producing 
the work of Shakespeare. The Company’s growing success stems from a deep belief in the power and vibrancy of Shakespeare’s 
words and ideas along with a commitment to artistic excellence on the stage.  The results have been provocative performances that 
both challenge and delight audiences while fostering an appreciation for the greatest playwright the world has ever known. 


